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Ecological Services of Vegetation 

in Constructed Wetlands

�ƒ Aquatic macrophytes contribute to nutrient 
retention in wetlands directly and indirectly.
�ƒPlants obtain nutrients from soils and the water 

column. The efficiency of this process depends on 
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�ƒPlants contribute organic matter to the soil, which 
fuels microbial processes such as denitrification. 

�ƒOrganic residues can serve as long term 
phosphorus sinks in soils.

�ƒVegetation in wetlands promotes sedimentation.

�ƒ Plants provide shading that may lower algae 
productivity in the water column.


