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Chaparral shrublands occur on most continents where xeric moisture regimes (wet winters,
dry summers) occur, near coasts of North and South America, South Africa, Australia, and the

Table 1: Mean concentrations of soil C and N fractions by soil type and depth (n =6).
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West slope of the central Sierra Nevada Range near Moceasin, CA (120°15” LAT and 3745 Soil type: Metabasic soils have S0 to 80 percent more mineralizable C than granitic soils. The same soils appear to mor efficiently retain TN and some TOC at
LONG), 600m elev., MAT: 14.4°C, MAP: 600mm When averaged across sos, fire greater depths. Very low DOC in both soils indicate efficient C utilization and incorporation in microbial or SOM pools. Greater mineral N in granite in
Landscape Position: Shoulders and upper backslopes, § to 25 percent slopes docs not affect soil total N, but combination with comparable PMN pools suggest that more sandy soils may create conducive to SOM and N losses at the onset of the
Soils: Four different cover types resulting from fire history on two very widespread soils of the Sierra enhances N mineralization in all wet season.
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